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Hello!

I am Dave DenHartog.

I am glad to be the host of our GSNN webinar! 
You can find me at @davedenhartog
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Overview
 Cyndy Merse - GSNN 

 Kristi Hibler-Luton - EcoRise

 Jessica Redden - SEI

 Andra Yeghoian - San Mateo County

*Please ask questions (via “Chat” window) throughout presentation



We intend to partner with 
model green, healthy 
schools and districts in all 
50 states.

Our Network currently 
includes 250 schools 
in 16 states. 

We are helping to lead a movement of schools and districts that 
empower people to create a more just and sustainable world.





Catalyst Quarterly

February 2020





GSNN GreenPrint
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https://greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org/resources/

https://greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org/resources/








Kristi Hibler-Luton,
Program Director
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Jessica Redden, 
Associate Project Coordinator 



climate education, training, career development

Green Schools National Network Distance 
Learning Presentation



SEI’s Mission 

Building leaders 
to drive 
sustainability 
solutions



Holistic services to engage, inspire, 
and empower K-12 students



Distance Learning Curriculum 

Transportation Analyst 101

Waste Analysis 101

Solar Design 101

Energy Consulting 101

Water Conservation Specialist 101

● Resources are student facing

● Curriculum follows a reader and 
assignment model that allows 
students to complete the 
resources independently

● Assignments are adaptable with 
or without Internet access



Green Careers Webinar Series

● Every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 11am PST through 
mid-May

● Live career chats with 
sustainability professionals 
via Zoom 
 



Earth Day Campaign Resources

● The annual Earth Day Campaign has 
gone virtual!

● School community members including 
staff, peers, family, and friends, can 
now pledge to support students’ 
campaigns by committing to behavior 
changes to reach campaign goals. 





Options to Access SEI Resources 

● Request through our Distance Learning web page

● Email energizeschools@seiinc.org

● Fill out this resource request google form
 

https://www.energizeschools.org/distancelearning.html
mailto:energizeschools@seiinc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19epM3QZ5lXOZU57DjrP3fbnA6KNQUQjdUc4FjUGdOV4/edit


Andra Yeghoian,
Environmental Literacy & 
Sustainability Coordinator 



San Mateo County 
Environmental Literacy and 

Sustainability Initiative
GSNN Best of the Best Distance Learning Resources

Slide Deck: tinyurl.com/GSNN-BOB-DL-April2020



Background and 
Context



California 
Context



6.2 Million Kids

300,000 
Teachers

10,500 Schools

statistics source: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/cb/ceffingertipfacts.asp

1,000 Districts

58 County Offices 
of Education (COE)



COE Leaders for Environmental Literacy



San Mateo 
County COE 

Context



San Mateo County Context
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County Context
Pop: 765,100+ 

15 Cities, 5 Towns, and 
Unincorporated Areas

Median Household Income: $101, 272Schools Context
23 School Districts

170 Public and 100 Private Schools

113,000+ students
5,100+ Teachers 

40% Unduplicated (38,543)
23% EL & 32% FRP

38% Hispanic/Latino, 28% White, 14.5% Asian, 
8.5% Filipino, 1.6% African American



San Mateo County Office of Ed Context

Leadership & 
Coordination

Student 
Programs

Regulatory

County Office Functions

SMCOE Environmental 
Literacy Initiative

launched 2017
VISION

This initiative promotes 
environmental literacy 

and helps prepare 
leaders to integrate 

environmental 
sustainability and a 

climate ready mindset 
across a school 

community’s campus, 
curriculum, community 

and culture. 



INSTITUTIONAL CULTURE

CAMPUS

1) Ecological 
Footprint in Balance

2) Climate Resilient

3) Inclusive

Facilities & Operations 
that serve as a laboratory 
for learning and model a 

sustainable future

COMMUNITY

INTERNAL
Walking the talk and 
establishing relevant 

community engagementEXTERNAL
Strategic partnerships 

and advocacy for a 
sustainable region

CURRICULUM
Environmental and 

Sustainability Education (ESE)

Knowledge - Values - Skills

Problems → Solutions

Action & Advocacy

College & Career Pathways

Integrated Outdoors

SITE 
STAKEHOLDERS:

4Cs of Whole-School Sustainability Integration
*Adapted from Sustainable Schools Project & Plymouth University: Andra Yeghoian (ayeghoian@smcoe.org) - 2013

       Environmental Literacy & Sustainability Initiative

STAKEHOLDERS

Students Teachers Administrators Community 
Partners



 ELSI Programs and Services
Capacity Building 

Programs
Developing knowledge, skills, and values for 
environmental literacy and sustainability 

Stakeholder Networks Scale-up change by fostering collaboration, sharing best 
practices, and strengthening communication channels

Customized Technical 
Assistance

- Green Facilities and Operations
- Environmental and Climate Literacy Curriculum
- Climate Ready Adaptations

Annual Summit and 
Recognitions

Catalyzing innovation with leading edge exemplars, 
measuring impact, and providing entry points for 
engagement

Vetted Resources Website: tinyurl.com/SMCOE-ELSI

SITE 
STAKEHOLDERS:

Students Teachers Administrators Community 
Partners



Distance Learning 
Resources



Transform
Ongoing Immersive 
Opportunities to be 

the change

Knowledge to 
Action in 

Solutionary PBL

Simulations and 
Field Experiences

Integrate
Build Routines for 

Integrative 
Awareness

Sustainability as an 
Analysis Lens (TBL)

Ongoing Inquiry and 
Research

Systems Thinking

Focus
Central Focus of 

One Unit

Learn About an 
Environmental 

Problem or Issue 
In-Depth

 

Learn About 
Solutions

Supplement
Connect Topics 

and Issues through

Articles

Homework

Additional Lesson

Media Resources

EmpowerEnhance Environmental Literacy Integration Pathways

Integrating Environmental 
Literacy Requires Attention to: 

Classroom 
Culture

Trauma Informed 
Practices Local Context

    Spectrum of Integration for Curriculum



Solutionary PBL



What is Solutionary PBL?
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Featured in February 2020 Catalyst Quarterly



What is Solutionary PBL?
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“Humanity cannot wait for students to graduate and get 
started on doing things that contribute to a better world. We 

need to give students in every school, at every age, real 
agency and authentic opportunities to make a difference in 
this volatile, unpredictable, complex, and ambiguous world” 
David B. Hawley, Chief Academic Officer of International Baccalaureate (IB) - Edutopia, 2015 

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/stop-start-continue-conceptual-meets-applied-david-hawley


What is a Solutionary & Why Do We Need 
to Educate Solutionaries Right Now?
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A Solutionary is someone who is 
able to identify inhumane and 
unsustainable systems, then 

develop solutions that that do the 
most good and least harm for all, 

and are healthy for people, 
animals, and the environment. 

- Institute for Humane Education 
(co-founded by Zoe Weil)



How Do You Do Solutionary PBL?
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Style 1
6-12th Grade 
Independent 

Solutionary PBL 
Teacher as Coach

Style 2
K-12th Grade 

Solutionary PBL 
Teacher Led yet 
student driven



6-12 Independent Solutionary PBL
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Project Steps
● Topic Selection
● Section A: Problem Statement
● Section B: Story Over Time
● Section C: Making the System Visible
● Section D: Uncovering Mental Models
● Section E: Leverage Points
● Section F: Solutionary Design
● Section G: Implementation
● Final Reflection
Students work “independently” individually or in groups - 

meaning instructor supports as a facilitator or coach



6-12 Independent Solutionary PBL

Take-And-Teach Framework
Find @ → tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020



K-12 Teacher-Led Solutionary PBL
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Teachers guide students through the different 
phases of Solutionary PBL



Solutionary PBL Follows a Story Arch
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Solutionary PBL follows a storyline that places 
students as the main characters



Explore the Energy Exemplar

Take-And-Teach Unit of Study Exemplar
Find @ → tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020



Unit Blueprint (Storyboard)

Take-And-Teach Unit of Study Exemplar
Find @ → tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020



Full Grade Band Level Unit Plans

Take-And-Teach Unit of Study Exemplar
Find @ → tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020

K-2 3-5 6-12



Spotlight on State Standards



Complementary and 
Stand Alone Resources



Field Research Guides
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Field Research is the collection of data and 
observations. In this type of field research, the 

purpose is to help students investigate what is going 
on with an environmental topic in their local context 

(home, school, or community).

Find K-2, 3-5, 6-12 Field Research Guides @ 
tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020



Pre-Curated WebQuests
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Find Topical WebQuests @ 
tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020

WebQuests are a self-directed learning tool that helps 
learners construct their own learning by determining 
which sources are most useful, and at what pace they 
want to explore different aspects of the topic in focus. 



Field Trips, Activities, and Storytime

59

Find Resources @ 
tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020



Getting Started



Questions???
Andra Yeghoian

ayeghoian@smcoe.org
General Website: tinyurl.com/SMCOE-ELSI

Slide Deck: tinyurl.com/GSNN-BOB-DL-April2020

tinyurl.com/ELSI-DistanceLearning-2020



Leading for Green Schools 
Co-developed by GSNN & Auburn University



Thanks!
 Cyndy Merse - GSNN 

 Kristi Hibler-Luton - EcoRise

 Jessica Redden - SEI

 Andra Yeghoian - San Mateo County

Next GSNN Webinar:  May 11th -- Preparing Students for Green Careers
May 12th -- Sustainability Education for Teachers
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